The cytology of the external ear canal in the normal dog and cat.
This study was conducted on 50 normal dogs and 52 normal cats in order to characterize the normal cytological findings in specimens taken from the vertical ear canal by swabbing. Yeast were detected in 96% of the dogs and 83% of the cats. Gram-positive cocci were found in 42% of the dogs and 71% of the cats. Rods were not seen. In dogs, the median numbers per high-power microscopic field (400x magnification) for yeast, cocci and keratinocytes were 0.2, 0 and 3.9, respectively. In cats, the median numbers were 0.2, 0.3 and 8, respectively. Nucleated keratinocytes were occasionally observed in both species, and should not be mistaken for a pathological process (parakeratotic hyperkeratosis).